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Introduction by 
FLOYD NORMAN 


USAGI YOJIMBO 


My Journey with Usagi Yojimbo 


Several years ago (1 honestly don't remember how 
many years), found myself on an exciting journey, 
An unexpected trek that provided adventure, 

and even romance Of course, it 


зу щу рату ума only fagadong trying land 
to keep up. IIL have to admit, the sursoundingsand 
countryside were not exactly familiar. Then agin, 
this Was not my hemel 

spite of this, І quickened my pace. The journey 
was something 1 could hardly 
intriguing, and 1 knew therewas a good deal 1 would 
learn along the 

Bet to accompany a samurai warrior on his travels? 


nor was lı my time, In 


Дикс. IL was too 


After all, how often does one 


Naturally, 1 was delighted toshare these remarkable 
adventures. And it was an opportunity afforded 
me by a gifted artist and storyteller named Stan 
Sakai. Im guessing you're already well aware ofthe 
samurai warrior, Usagi Yojimbo. However, if you're 
not acqusinted with this unique character, youve in 
for a pleasant surprise, Like the master storytellers 
of comic book art, Stan Sakai breathes life into his 


mal characters and they become much more. 
They're not human ofcourse. They don't need tebe. 


Stans characters are real. 


The integrity of Stan's storytelling is matched only 
by his art. Respea fol of his medium, Stan свай. 
it all by hand. In an age of computers and digital 
shortcuts, every image on the page is meticulously 
pencilled, inked, and drawn by the artist. Even the. 
letteringis rendered by hand. Ах one who has also 
lettered comics in years рак, Im well aware of the 
discipline and ski required 


Another unexpected plus of Usagi Yojimbo is 
olores eather, the lack of it, While mos 
comics stories rely on their graphics, Stan Sakai 
proves that а colorful story can be effectively old 
وژ‎ blackandwhite. Actually, once you've delved 


into a agi adventure, you're hardy aware the 
чогу is being told without color Lik the masters 
of Hollywood's Golden Age, Stan can be likened 
to cinematographers such as James Wong Howe 
for Gregg Toland for his mantery of the blacker 
‘white medium. Finally, the stories have a visual 
richness. The Japanese patterns and textures that 
adorn the pages of سه‎ ate not purchased visual 
aids. Rather, they spring fiom the pencil, brush, 
and pen ofa dedicated artist, Call it "ld school” if. 
you will, but it represents the vision ofan artist who 
‘will not compromise 


Finally, there's Stan Sakai не consummate story- 
teller, with his remarkable ability to engage the. 


reader, As we follow the samara on his adventures, 


an breathes life into his cast of unique characters, 
Like ай cf us, h 
human frailty. They can be arrogant, windictive and 


characters are not immune from 


selfish. Yet, others demonstrate courage, sacrifice, 
and honor, Through it all, Usagi Yojimbo remains 
pretty mach unchanged. Consistent with his samu- 
ral oath, he's the one constart in (he series. 


Ог course, it gets even better. Our little group of 
cartoonists and writers happens to belucky enough 
tojoin Stn S 

readers have this kind of access to the author? 
Should I have a Пий question for Stan, he's ustally 
sitting right next tome. How cool is that? Naturally, 
my questions are few. A consummate storyteller, 


Sakai for lunch each Friday, How many 


‘Stan rarely is required to explain his stories. 


Ай right. you've probably heard too much from 
тел 


do discover Usagi Yojimbo for yours. 
1Гуоште a devoted reader ofthe series, you already 
nene what mean. yore now to Li, Lemon 
because your journey is about to begin. 


шй cane in fim, io, өм сина рані dado, Ном Norman h an cla "ишу legend” fn of 
АЊА Хали age u 
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Story Notes 


SAYA 

ЭШЕ sword scabbard, even 
accidentally, was an offense in feudal Japan. The 
most famous incident of this type involved the. 
swordsman Tsukahara Bokuden (1489-1571). 
founder of the Kashima style of fencing. He was 
on a ferry, crossing Lake Biwa, when د‎ shift of 
the boat caused a peasant to touch a samurai 
scabbard, The samurai was going to kill the 
terrified peasant when Boluden intervened. 
Wien the samurai demanded to know the 
intruder’ fencing syle, Bokuden answered, 
styles fighting with no swords. 


The samurai issued a challenge to a due! to settle 
the matter. Bokuden suggested they row to د‎ 
nearby island rather than 
пу 

jumped onto the shore and drew his sword. 


М on the crowded 


As soon as they arrived, the samurai 


Bokuden rowed back to the ferry, leaving the 
idiot stranded. If this story sounds familiar, you. 
may have scen а variation of it In Bruce Lee's 
„Бит the Dragon. 


pu 


THE BEGGAR 

Me literally means "ere? and ملس‎ means "to ap: 
piy” So the metsule were literally the ees of the. 
shogun, charged with gathering information 
from the samurai and lower classes, and investi 
gating insurrection against the government. Five 
таз dealt exclusively with the daimyo, ог 
feudal lords, and ќе imperial court. Many 
daimyo were transferred to smaller fie or lost 
their lands altogether because of unfavorable ге. 
ports. However, the наиде were not inmune to 
corruption themselves, and this becamethe basis 
forays and TV shows. 


183 


the duties of the ometsuhe changed to 
passing orders from the shogun to his daimyo, 
and to overseeing ceremonies and religious 
celebrations. The mesule were abolished with 
the fall of the shogunate system and the Meiji 
Restoration in 1867. 


om 


THE FORTRESS 
The bushido code lists seven traditions! virtues 
forthe samurai to liveby 


Gi Qustice The ability to make the correct 
decision with fairnessto everyone, 

Yu valor and courage: Confidence one's ability 
to handle any situation. Never fear to act. 

Jin (compassion: Consider others before oneself, 
and take every opportunity to help others. 

Hei (courtesy and respect): Proper behavior 
towards everyone, Courtesy reveals one's 
strength. 


Matoto Ghonesty: Be honest with oneself, so ane 
can be honest with everyone else. А samurai's 
decisions and actions reflect his true nature, 
Meyo (honor: An honorable heart leads to 
success and glory. Speaking and doing should be 
oneand thesame. 


Оши (loyalty The foundation of all the virtues. 


A samura's loyalty tohis lord is unquestionable 


Outer virtus Include selfeontrol wisdom, and 


همو 
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ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND 


TO SEQUENTIAL ART 


The rabbit ronin is dragged into 
а the 
lection of 


the worlds of espionage 
supernatural in this c 
thrilling stones that cared an 
Eisner А 

Continuing S 


ion for Best 


Warriors path is fraught with 
peril as Miyamoto Usagi takes to th 
road with his bounty hunter friend 
Gen. Traveling the countryside, the 
samurai odd couple must put 
bickering over money and shortcuts 


а series of 
ег, including trickster foxes, د‎ 
bullwhip, 


treacherous nin 


а seve 


factions of 


The stakes are 
their separate ways, as Usagi falls in 
with а clan on a suicide mission and 


raised even higher when th 


tures that will tes 


each friend's honor—and bravery. 


“Like the master storytellers of comic: 
book art, $ пре int 
his animal characters, and they 
become much more, Stan's characters 


y Sakai breath 


are real.” 
—Floyd Norman, 
from mis introduction 
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